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Press info

Christmas Shopping with a clear conscience
The 2009 Eco Fair at the Royal Geographical Society 4/5/6 December
FREE ENTRY


The first ever Christmas Eco Fair at the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) will offer a great opportunity to buy Christmas presents with an ethical edge. Expect to see a wide range of contemporary, eco-friendly and quirky products from all over the world ranging from designer luxury to pocket money purchases...


Be sure to include a beaded pin from the PIN Project on your stocking filler list – for only £2.50 you can help to support the future of one of the many children orphaned by HIV in Southern Africa. Eco goodies include palm leaf tableware and organic cosmetics, clothing includes luxury beautifully designed alpaca woollens and scarves knitted by British knitters as well as a wide range of jewellery which includes fair-trade and many products which are recycled.

With free entry this is also the ideal excuse to take a peek inside the Royal Geographical Society’s beautiful building including the historic map room, as well as the opportunity to discover some fantastic and ethical goodies. The RGS main entrance is on Exhibition Road, Kensington – at the Kensington Gore end. 

The Eco Fair is free to visit and open to all from Saturday 5 December 9.30am– 5pm and Sunday 6 December 10am – 4pm and refreshments will be available. The Friday night preview is open to members only.
Visit www.theecofair.co.uk <http://www.theecofair.couk> to find out more or email info@theecofair.co.uk, or call 07724 131179.


The Eco Fair will also feature a FREE children’s eco puppet theatre at 2pm on Sat 5 December when Theatre Rotto, one of the UK’s most inspiring puppet companies, will perform their show FOREST OF FABLES. An unravelling of ancient tales from Aesop brought to life with puppets, music and the imagination – the show has an underlying green thread and all the puppets are created from recycled materials / no booking required. 


For budding puppeteers there will also be a recycled PUPPET making workshop for children on Sat 5 Dec 10.30am. This is FREE but as space is limited booking is required (email info@theecofair.co.uk / tel 07724 131179). Both of these activities are supported by Co-operative Clothing.


Only a stone’s throw away from the Royal Albert Hall, and a short walk from South Kensington tube station this promises to be a fantastic event. 


Ends

Press Contact
For pics and more info on the Eco Fair please contact Jane Redfern 07724 131179 / 01845 526720 email info@theecofair.co.uk

Editors Notes

The Royal Geographical Society

Located in Kensington on the junction between Exhibition Road and Kensington Gore, our main entrance is on Exhibition Road.    Visitors arriving by bicycle can lock them against one of our two bike stands which are located next to the main entrance to the building. The nearest tube is South Kensington which is on the Circle, District and Piccadilly Lines.The event is being supported by Co-operative Clothing.

 
The Eco Fair will also feature a FREE children’s eco puppet performance and recycled puppet making workshop:

Children’s Puppet Theatre at The Eco Fair

Sat 5 Dec – 2pm
FOREST OF FABLES is a tale woven from the dark depths of the forest using Japanese style bunraku puppets and scenery made from recycled materials. The show is accompanied by live African music and is a visual retelling of the ancient Greek fables of Aesop. The tales are chosen to illustrate changes in seasons and climate and their influence on the lives of animal characters and we go forwards and backwards in time. The performance lasts 55 minutes and is suitable for 4-11 year olds and their families.

 Children’s Recycled Puppet Making workshop at The Eco Fair

Sat 5 Dec – 10.30am
The FOREST workshop shows children how to make their own puppet animal using recycled materials. Have fun learning the songs and rhythms with the puppeteers while creating your own distinctive character that can feature in the Forest of Fables show. The workshop lasts 1 hour and 20 minutes and also includes direction in manipulating puppets. Children can then take their puppets away and get puppeteering at home.

Stallholder Case studies

The Pin project
Alice Searle, started The P.I.N. [People in Need] Project in 1999 to provide income generating work for the grandparents of children who have been orphaned through HIV in Kwa Zulu Natal, South Africa. The main income comes from the traditional skill of beadwork, mainly the production of an AIDS pin. There are over 60 Gogos [Zulu for granny] making the AIDS pins, sold mainly in the UK, with a growing number in other countries. To date they have made over 15,000 pins. The profit made from the sale of the pins is returned to the Welfare Fund for the purchase of food, clothes, school equipment and the funding of life-skills and counselling for both children and grandparents.

Mamacha
Mamacha will be bringing an lovely range of products to the eco fair including alpaca knitwear, children’s clothing, bags, toys and textiles.  Mamacha helps to support four small-scale knitting groups for marginalized women in Peru, located in the shanty areas of northern Lima and in remote areas of the Andes. A not for profit organisation they help to  provide a market for products made by the women, which enables them to earn a living and pay for basic expenses such as food, medicines and education for their children. The groups have limited access to markets which means they are reliant on demand generated through Mamacha.
 
Panchachuli
Panchachuli UK is an exciting new ethical company which has just launched in the UK to support the Panchachuli Women Weavers Co-operative from Northern India. Founded in 2005 the co-operative is a truly inspiring story of womens empowerment and enterprise in a rural and remote region of the Himalayas. The co-operative now employs over 750 local women who create a vast range of luxury accessories and fabrics. The collections are made entirely by hand and lovingly crafted using high grade raw materials from pure Pashmina, Lambswool, Merino Sheepwool, Bactrian Camel wool, Peace Silk and Himalayan Nettle. What makes their collections so unique is the variety of weaves and colours, not usually found in Indian weaving.


Toft Alpacas

Toft Alpacas create luxury knitwear and accessories handcrafted from the fibre of their Toft Alpacas herd in Warwickshire, they are committed to producing excellence both in the field and on the catwalk. Owner Kerry Bettinson says “Our home-grown 100% natural British alpaca knitting yarn boasts a tiny carbon footprint, and an unusual and totally ethical way to experience the magic of knitting with alpaca.”

“Following shearing of the one hundred and fifty prize-winning alpacas the Toft fleece is spun locally into knitting yarns, from where it is then delivered to craftsmen and women across the UK working to produce a vast range of high quality exclusive products. From hats and handbags, booties and blankets through to cardigans and capes.”

Shea Alchemy produce natural creams based on organic shea butter. They have a gorgeous range of Christmas gift packages suitable for all the family, from beautiful baby moisturiser to specially created creams for cyclist’s sorre bits! Their staple ingredient, wild Shea Butter, is even better than it was before as we are now sourcing the unrefined product, which is full of vitamins, from a fairtrade co-operative in Ghana.


 

 

Supported by Co-operative Clothing
Co-operative Clothing are a part of The Co-operative Group and are committed to achieving ‘ethical leadership’ status in the corporate clothing sector over the next five years. 

They have recently unveiled a new range of Fairtrade cotton work wear clothing licensed by the Fairtrade Foundation, displaying the FAIRTRADE Mark on the outside of the garments. 

The five garments made from Fairtrade certified cotton are a unisex polo shirt, unisex t-shirt, long apron, bar apron and bib apron.  It is hoped that the range will expand in to other areas and styles. 

